
INCREASING STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION IN SPEAKING ENGLISH OF

VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THROUGH TIKTOK: A

BEST PRACTICE

A Thesis Proposal Presented to the Department of English Education as a

Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements to Obtain the Sarjana Pendidikan

Degree in English Education

Written By:

HANA KHONSAK’ ALIYAH

20322123

ENGLISH LANGUAGE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF PSYCHOLOGY AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY OF INDONESIA
2024

1



APPROVAL SHEET

INCREASING STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION IN SPEAKING ENGLISH OF

VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THROUGH TIKTOK: A

BEST PRACTICE

By:

Hana Khonsak’ Aliyah

20322123

Approved on May 28th, 2024

By:

Supervisor

Rizki Farani S.Pd. M.Pd.
NIK.123220404



RATIFICATION SHEET

INCREASING STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION IN SPEAKING ENGLISH OF

VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THROUGH TIKTOK: A

BEST PRACTICE

By

Hana Khonsak’ Aliyah

20322123

Defended before the board of examiners on July 2nd, 2024, and declared Accepted

Board of Examination

Chairperson Rizki Farani S.Pd.
M.Pd.

.....................

First Examiner Nizamuddin Sadiq S.Pd.

M.Hum., Ph.D

.....................

Second Examiner Anandayu Suri Ardini

S.S., M.A.
.....................

Yogyakarta, July 12, 2024

Department of English Language Education

Faculty of Psychology and Socio-cultural Sciences

Islamic University of Indonesia

Puji Rahayu, S.Pd., MLST., Ph. D.

NIP 053310402

3



DECLARATION

STATEMENT OFWORK’S ORIGINALITY

I hereby declare that this thesis is my original work. All theories and references

drawn from previous research by other scholars have been properly acknowledged

and cited.

Yogyakarta 11th July 2024

Hana Khonsak’ Aliyah

20322123



ACKNOWLEDGMENT

First and foremost, I would like to express my sincere thanks to Allah SWT for all

His blessings, and guidance during this journey. I am grateful for the grace,

sustenance, and blessings that have enabled me to complete my studies without

difficulty. Alhamdulillahi rabbil ‘alamin ​​and I would like to express my gratitude

to the kind people in my life as well as those who are closest to me.

1. With steadfast patience and support throughout this journey, I want to offer

my sincere gratitude to my parents. Their unwavering support has been a

continual inspiration for me as I've handled my various goals and

obstacles. I am so appreciative of their love and understanding despite my

failings. Their confidence in me motivates me to pursue perfection even

though I still haven't succeeded in making them proud or becoming a

decent role model for my younger sister.

2. My supervisor, Rizki Farani, S.Pd., M.Pd., has provided me with

tremendous advice, encouragement, and support during the production of

this thesis, for which I am truly grateful. Her knowledge and insightful

criticism have greatly influenced my work and assisted me in overcoming

obstacles. Her perseverance, commitment, and the time she took to help

me are greatly appreciated.

3. I also want to sincerely thank my Virgo man for his constant support and

prodding to finish my thesis. Thanks to his relentlessness and never-ending

pushing. I easily would have given in to distractions and sloth in the

5



absence of his encouragement and motivation. I appreciate you always

guiding me.

4. In addition, I want to sincerely thank my close friends for supporting me

through good times and bad. I appreciate your company on my idle days

and your removal of loneliness from my life. You have always made me

laugh and smile, which has kept me far away from stress. I sincerely

appreciate your company and the innumerable happy times you have

added to my life.



LIST OF CONTENT

Table of Contents

APPROVAL SHEET ii

RATIFICATION SHEET iii

DECLARATION iv

ACKNOWLEDGMENT v

LIST OF CONTENT vii

ABSTRACT 1

CHAPTER I 2

INTRODUCTION 2

1.1 Background of the study 2

CHAPTER II 5

Construct 5

2.1 Construct of Teaching Practice 5

CHAPTER III 8

Implementation 8

3.1 Accessing Media 8

3.2 Accessing Websites 9

3.3 Social Networking 10

3.4 Being Inspired by Someone 11

CHAPTER IV 14

4.1 Conclusion 14

Reference 17

Lampiran 1. Perencanaan Pembelajaran 18

Lampiran 2. Materi Pembelajaran dan Lembar Kerja Peserta Didik 24

7



List of Figure

Figure 1. Classification of EFL students' use of technology-based learning
strategies in informal learning settings (Bin-Hadi and Al-Tamimi 2021). 6
Figure 2. Explain the material 9
Figure 3. Students do quizzes 10
Figure 4. Video assignment script 11
Figure 5. Student follow-up assignments 11
Figure 6. Student’s result 12
Figure 7. Assignment group 3 and group 7 13



INCREASING STUDENTS’ MOTIVATION IN SPEAKING ENGLISH OF

VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS THROUGH TIKTOK: A

BEST PRACTICE

By:

Hana Khonsak’ Aliyah

20322123

ABSTRACT

This study describes best practices in one of the vocational high schools in
Yogyakarta. The focus of the best practices is the strategy to utilize TikTok as an
additional media to enhance students' motivation to speak English. Based on
classroom observation, the students need additional media to improve their
motivation in learning to speak. Therefore, TikTok was decided to be used to
support learning activities. TikTok content based on 4 technology strategies was
used. (Bin-Hadi & Al-Tamimi, 2021): 1) accessing media, using a projector,
Video narration from TikTok was included in the content about “Handling Guest
Complaints” to increase students' understanding and engagement with real-life
situations. 2) accessing websites, Student’s access Quizizz to answer questions
related to the videos they watch. These activities test their understanding and
reinforce learning through hands-on practice. 3) social networking, Students and
teachers discussed the video projects via Google Classroom and WhatsApp,
focusing on appropriateness of the script and improving the quality of the video.
These discussions provide immediate feedback and share ideas and 4) being
inspired by someone, Students work in groups to create role-play scenarios and
discuss ideas, enhancing teamwork and improving communication skills. These
activities increase understanding and critical thinking, culminating in a project
video posted on TikTok to increase engagement and interest.

These strategies were implemented for two months at Vocational High School
grade XI. Initially, the assignment to teach class 11 accounting and hotel
management was given to me, but for some reason, class 11 accounting was
taught for 2 months, with 2 meetings held each week. The results of the study
show that TikTok, especially at vocational high schools, can greatly boost
students' motivation and interest in improving their English-speaking abilities.

Keywords: EFL speaking, students’ motivation, TikTok, vocational high school
students
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the study

This study is a best practice that highlights the use of TikTok in one of the

vocational high schools in Yogyakarta. The best practices were conducted during

Pengenalan Lingkungan Persekolahan (PLP). For student teachers or interns

working in schools in the USA, the program might be called the "Student Teaching

Program" or "Teacher Internship Program.” PLP is an essential component of

the English language education curriculum at one of the universities in

Yogyakarta. The purpose of PLP is to provide students with practical experience

in applying their theoretical knowledge in the field of non-formal education.

Several aspects of education, learning, and school environment dynamics will be

discussed in this article.

During PLP, the teaching of English at Vocational High Schools in

Yogyakarta was assigned to me for two months. There are some majors in the

schools, such as Digital Business, Retail Business, Hotel Management, Office

Management, Accounting, Product Design, and Business and Marketing Design.

Eventually, placement in the accounting class was given to me. Based on my

observation, some students in accounting have less interest in learning English.

They were distracted by their phone. Some other students were sleepy and

resistant to practicing Speaking. They also have pronunciation issues. To solve

these problems, It is suggested that TikTok be added as a resource to help students

become more enthusiastic about learning English and develop their speaking



abilities. Teaching students who are not paying attention in class poses a

challenge, especially because of the variety of learning styles. A mismatch

between teaching methods and students' learning styles can reduce their interest.

Using TikTok can be an effective solution because the short video format is more

engaging and allows collaborative learning through video sharing between

students. However, TikTok can also be a source of distraction. To overcome these

limitations and improve teaching strategies, it is important to provide structured

assignments with clear guidelines. Combining TikTok with other digital tools and

traditional methods such as discussion forums, interactive quizzes, and group

projects can also help. Additionally, including a variety of activities that suit

different learning styles, such as role-play, debates, and presentations, will make

learning more effective and interesting for all students.

TikTok is one of the most popular social media platforms today. Some

students use TikTok to obtain information, not only educational knowledge but

also entertainment. Previous research shows that TikTok is one of the potential

media to support English learning. Nowadays, information and communication

technology (ICT) proficiency is expected of English teachers, particularly

concerning learning applications that serve as media for student-led instruction

(Fitria et al., 2022). Unusual and creative learning is desperately needed in this

technological age, especially if it can grab students' interest and make them want

to learn (Syamsi, 2022). TikTok makes learning languages a fun and easy process.

Four categories of topics: grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, and typical
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mistakes are frequently covered by the TikTok app. Keywords like "learn English

pronunciation" or "learn English for beginners" are available for entry. A variety

of videos from different channels that fit the keywords will show up. Additionally,

we may search on TikTok using hashtags like #learningenglish, or maybe

#englishlearning and a variety of videos matching our search terms will come up.

Many content producers examine different English learning resources while

presenting engaging and fascinating English language teachers. The use of TikTok

affects students' pronunciation and boosts their motivation, according to the

Attention, Relevance, Confidence, and Satisfaction (ARCS) motivation categories

(Lyana, 2022). According to Azevedo (2022), students found the TikTok

application motivating, and they felt that the experience had increased their

understanding of language development. Because of the students' favorable views,

using TikTok can be an alternate technique for the teacher to teach vocabulary in

the classroom (Rahmawati & Anwar, 2022). Understanding TikTok's features,

producing original material, and assisting students in content creation are three

crucial factors that educators should take into account while using the platform as

a dynamic and engaging learning tool. Teachers should become familiar with the

functionalities of the app and create their material before guiding students in the

development of TikTok content. This makes it possible for educators to lead by

example and give students insightful references to help them become more

creative when making videos (Fitria, 2023).



CHAPTER II

Construct

2.1 Construct of Teaching Practice

The development of technology provides several online resources for

students, especially English as a Foreign Language (EFL) material (Trinder,

2017). This best practice focuses on the use of TikTok in EFL learning. One of the

previous studies showed that social media can influence students’ English

competence. A study shows that the TikTok application helps students to create

and share English-language movies, work on their pronunciation, learn new

vocabulary, and immerse themselves in native language use (Abbasova, 2016). In

addition, Anderson (2020) states that TikTok is a "primarily algorithm-driven app"

that enables the material to be completely personalized to each user, resulting in

distinctive experiences for all app users.  Anderson (2020) adds that "reacting is

responding to the watched video with a video of one's own," which allows the

spectator to see both the original video and the fresh input added by another user.

This best practice uses a construct from Bin-Hadi and Al-Tamimi (2021)

because my strategies to select TikTok to support English motivation in speaking

were highlighted.
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Figure 1. Classification of EFL students' use of technology-based learning strategies in informal learning
settings (Bin-Hadi and Al-Tamimi 2021).



There are 4 steps in using TikTok for English Speaking learning:

Table 1. Classification of EFL students' use of technology-based learning

strategies.

Construct Description

Accessing Media 1. Students watch a TikTok video

2. The teacher frequently asks them some

questions related to the video.

Accessing Websites Students access Quizizz to do exercises. Students

answer questions that are still relevant to the

material in the video.

Social Networking Students and teachers discuss video projects via

Google Classroom and WhatsApp. Teachers

provide feedback on students’ work.

Being inspired by someone Students work in groups to create role-play

scenarios. They discuss and share opinions.
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CHAPTER III

Implementation
3.1 Accessing Media

Instructional videos from TikTok were chosen, with particular

attention given to those that fit learning goals. Videos addressing subjects

related to "Handling Guests" were selected. To fulfill the narrative text's

objective, the films emphasize the language features, character analysis,

moral precepts, overall organization, and recounting of narrative texts.

Through the use of a projector, A TikTok video about "Handling

Guest Complaints" was shown by me.

(https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSF4rRGnW/) and storytelling

(https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSF4rUgSM/). The teacher regularly quizzed the

class on the video's subject matter while it was being played. The purpose

of this exercise was to make sure that the information in the movie was

understood by the students. It was intended that by watching this film,

pupils would be able to understand how to effectively resolve visitor

complaints visually. Students were given real-world examples of scenarios

they would encounter in the workplace in the future, which enhanced their

educational experiences. In addition, watching videos makes it easier for

students to understand ideas that could be confusing to grasp from a text or

a teacher's explanation.

https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSF4rRGnW/
https://vt.tiktok.com/ZSF4rUgSM/


Figure 2. Explain the material

3.2 Accessing Websites

Students access Quizizz to do exercises. They answer questions

that are still relevant to the material in the videos they have watched

previously. This activity aims to test students' understanding of the

material presented in the video, as well as to strengthen their

understanding through direct practice. By using Quizizz, students can

study independently and find out how well they understand the lesson

material. It also helps teachers to evaluate students' overall understanding

and identify areas where students may need additional help. Thus, Quizziz

becomes an effective tool in supporting student learning and measuring

their level of understanding.
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Figure 3. Students do quizzes

3.3 Social Networking

Through Google Classroom, teachers and students discussed video

projects; occasionally, they also used WhatsApp. The majority of students

offered suggestions for enhancing the quality of the videos and questioned

whether or not the script they had written was suitable. Through these

conversations, students were able to gain candid criticism from classmates

and teachers, which helped them make their video projects better. By

exchanging ideas, students can also benefit from the experiences and

viewpoints of others, which can improve the quality of their final video

projects. Thus, encouraging interactive and creative learning requires

teacher-student collaboration via digital media.



Figure 4. Video assignment script Figure 5. Student follow-up assignments

3.4 Being Inspired by Someone

Students participated in talks to exchange ideas and points of view

while working in groups to develop role-playing scenarios. This exercise

aimed to enhance collaboration and communication skills among team

members by creating realistic scenarios. Students could generate a variety

of engaging scenarios and improve their understanding of the subject topic

through these discussions and idea exchanges. Using this approach,

students were able to learn from many points of view and develop their

critical thinking skills. Following that, they were given a week to do a

video assignment that was going to be recorded and uploaded on TikTok.
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This tactic aimed to boost student interest and engagement by utilizing the

current TikTok phenomenon.

Figure 6. Student’s result



Figure 7. Assignment group 3 and group 7
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CHAPTER IV
4.1 Conclusion

Based on the best practices, TikTok videos can support students’ learning,

especially motivation in Speaking. They participated well in the lesson.

Despite encountering many technological challenges, students

demonstrated a strong desire to learn and the flexibility to adjust to their

surroundings. Their eagerness to contribute and eagerness to actively

participate in discussions fosters a healthy learning environment and

encourages the sharing of ideas. This demonstrates the students' dedication

to mastering the content thoroughly and attaining the best learning

outcomes, demonstrating their strong desire to learn. By carefully

choosing and incorporating TikTok videos into the courses, best practices

were put into effect to improve students' speaking abilities through

exposure to real-world English language use. This method produced

increased vocabulary, stronger understanding abilities, better

pronunciation, and increased fluency. Furthermore, by creating a dynamic

and captivating learning environment, the activities established to promote

the use of TikTok in the classroom encouraged students' excitement and

inventiveness. All things considered, this method not only helped students

become more fluent in English but also promoted involvement and

teamwork, enabling them to communicate effectively in everyday settings.

Utilizing TikTok sessions to increase motivation among accounting

students revealed varied student engagement levels.



Highlighting the importance of assessing its impact on student motivation

and participation. One of the primary limitations observed in using TikTok

for educational purposes is the variability in digital literacy among

students and teachers. While some students easily grasp video editing and

content creation, others struggle, leading to uneven engagement and

learning outcomes. Additionally, not all students have equal access to the

necessary technology, such as smartphones and reliable internet

connections. This discrepancy can create barriers to participation,

particularly for those from low-income backgrounds. Ensuring that the

content remains educational and appropriate is another challenge, as

students may inadvertently create videos that contain unsuitable language

or themes, which can detract from the learning experience. To address

these challenges and improve future strategies, it is essential to focus on

enhancing digital literacy and ensuring equitable access to technology.

Schools can offer workshops and peer mentoring programs to help

students and teachers develop their digital skills. Providing shared devices

and collaborating with local businesses to sponsor technology access can

help bridge the gap for students lacking resources. Establishing clear

content guidelines and a review system can maintain the educational

integrity of the videos. Additionally, structuring assignments with specific

learning objectives and integrating them into the curriculum can keep

students focused and engaged. Recognizing and rewarding high-quality

educational content can further motivate students to put effort into their
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assignments, creating a more balanced and enriching learning

environment.
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