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Abstract 

 
Understanding the text’s structure is one of the challenges of reading. One of the 

texts studied in high school is narrative texts. The difficulty for the students is in 

comprehending the general structure. This best practice report describes the 

implementation of using jumbled paragraph to teach the generic structure of 

narrative text for senior high school students in Yogyakarta. The steps of the 

jumbled paragraph are as follows: first I separated the class into groups; second I 

distributed the pieces of paper, and last the students carefully arranged the 

paragraph with their partners. In conclusion, the use of jumbled paragraph creates 

students enthusiasm in learning. 

 
 

Keywords: EFL Reading, Jumbled Paragraph, Narrative Text 
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CHAPTER I 
 

BACKGROUND 
 

 

1.1 Teaching context 

 

According to the observational study, some students had difficulty 

comprehending textual elements when they were reading texts. Teachers, on the 

other hand, frequently overlook the fact that pupils find it difficult to distinguish 

between different sorts of texts and instead focus more on grasping its general 

organization. As a result, learning to distinguish between text structures takes time. 

One way to solve the problem is using visual aids like pictures. Pictures or 

illustration can help to make the explanation more understandable, which can be 

inferred as a medium to maximize reading activity. 

 

If combined with the right activity, pictures can help students to have better 

reading comprehension. Jumbled paragraph is the solution I provided for the issues 

mentioned above. Specifically, jumbled paragraph help students to arrange 

paragraphs according to their generic structure correctly. The pictures added in the 

jumbled paragraph can help students better to understand plots and ultimately help 

understand generic structures, because resolution and re-orientation in structures 

are different. Then, the students must understand the two structures of the text. 

 

This research was conducted in a private Islamic High School in 

Yogyakarta, Indonesia. Based on the official website of the school, there are 90 

teachers and staff at the school. The school is quite well-known, it often wins both 

academic and non-academic competitions. Currently there are four English teacher 

consisting of three female English teachers and one male English teacher. 
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The research was conducted in class X Social 3. As a result of my observation, I 

concluded that the students were not very engaged in studying because they were 

permitted to bring their gadgets to the class. During the teaching-learning process, 

their attention tends to be split between using their devices to playgames and paying 

attention to the lesson. They are repeatedly warned by the teachers. Additionally, I 

discovered that the students continue to struggle with understanding and 

differentiating between different type of text as well as the general structures. 

 
1.2 Consideration for Using Narrative Text 

 

Narrative text is a text that tells an imaginative or modifies real story, and 

is arranged through a sequence of events that occurred in the past. According to 

Gerot and Wignell (1994) narrative text has function to amuse and entertain readers 

through amusing story. Narrative text has a structure starting from orientation, 

complication, resolution, and re-orientation. The curriculum in Indonesia has 

requires narrative text for students to be learned in school especially in English 

subject. Although it is required by the curriculum in Indonesia, students still facing 

difficulties as described in the previous chapter. In this context, jumbled paragraph 

can bd an alternative to teach about narrative text effectively in a fun way. 
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CHAPTER II 

CONSTRUCT 

 
2.1 Teaching EFL Reading in Senior High School 

 

Reading is one of the most important skills in language learning. According 

to Kurniawan (2013) to get information and accurate ideas, it means that the reader 

must develop the ability to understand the context, ideas, and the structure of the 

text. In most school, students learn variety of texts such as narrative, descriptive, 

procedure, and report text. Students should be familiar with the concept and 

grammatical structures that being taught in school. 

 
2.2 Narrative Text 

 

Narrative text is one of the types of text taught in school. It has three 

structures that serve each purposes according to its meaning. Orientation provide 

the background information on the occurrence including what, who, where, and 

when it happened. Complications describe any events or issues that occurred in the 

plot. Events provide a chronological account of everything that took place. 

Resolution is the conclusion of what happened. The last one is re-orientation, this 

part is a closing sentence that tells the current condition of the character and the 

moral message of the story. 

 
2.3 Jumbled Paragraph as a Teaching Technique 

 

The application of jumbled paragraph as a tool in learning a narrative text 

is expected to motivate students to follow the learning process. Text and pictures 

are given to allow them learn on how to organize random paragraphs as a way to 
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reinforce the knowledge from each occurrence that in the narrative text. In order to 

help them comprehend the meaning of the text while they read, students can also 

look at pictures that correspond to the plot. Additionally, the random paragraph 

picture media has the capacity to provide knowledge about the creation of narrative 

text. 

According to Kusumawardani (2018) the jumbled paragraph is used by the 

teacher to check students’ understanding of the structure. I used two texts entitled 

Orangutan and Blue Frog because they are relevant to Indonesian folklore. It will 

be more interesting for students to learn using jumbled paragraph that combined 

with authentic text. These are the following steps to use jumbled paragraph in 

narrative tex: 

1. The teacher prepares pieces of paragraph, pictures and randomize them 

 

2. The teacher distributes the pieces to each group 

 

3. The students arrange from the title, the first paragraph to the last paragraph and 

guess which part of the paragraph belongs to the structure, and also for the 

picture 

4. The students worked carefully in groups 
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In the current study, the researcher uses the presented framework as a guideline: 
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CHAPTER III 

IMPLEMENTATION 

This chapter provided the description of each steps on how to use jumble 

paragraph to learn about narrative text. The researcher was given the opportunity to 

observe the class three times to find out the characteristics of the students and 

classroom environment before started teaching. After that, I discussed with my 

mentor regarding lesson plans, learning media, and activities to be carried out in the 

class. It happened that the students had never learned about jumbled paragraph, so 

my mentor asked me to explain the material according to the requirements of the 

lesson plan and learning activities. 

 

 
Picture 3. Observation 

 

During the observations, I noticed that most of the students were attention, 

they were still busy with their gadgets and the characteristics of the students were 

preoccupied with their gadgets. This may have occurred because the teacher solely 

utilized text books to teach and provide limited exercise for them to practice their 
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skills. As a result, students tend to easily get bored and have low motivation to learn. 

Thus, I decided to use jumbled paragraph related activity that requires students to 

think critically alongside discussion with their chairmates, in order to attract their 

learning interest. 

 

3.1 Activity 1: (The Explanation of Material) 

 

In this activity, the students listened and pay attention to the teacher. Before 

the lesson begins, the teacher prepared the class such as praying and taking students 

attendance. After that, the teacher gives a probing questions to provoke students’ 

interest in the subject. 

 

Picture 3.1 Probing Question 

 

The teacher also gave some definition, then the students had to guess which 

one is the correct definition of narrative text. In addition, the teacher begin to 

explained the material about narrative text started from its definition, general 

structure, kinds of narrative text, and the examples of narrative text. Furthermore, 

after teacher explained the teachers gave some examples of narrative and the 

students are asked to identify the structures of the text. 
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Picture 3.1.1 Generic structure of Narrative Text 

 

The purpose of this activity is to help students understanding the general 

structure of narrative text, so that the students can compose the jumbled paragraph 

which be carried in activity 2. 
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3.1.2 Activity 2: (Conducted The Jumbled Paragraph) 

 

In this activity, I explained the steps on how to arranged jumbled paragraph 

from the title to last paragraph according the generic structure and related pictures. 

 
 

 

 

 

Picture 3.1.2 Activiy 2 

 

3.2 Generic Structure and Organization Idea 

 

In this activity, students paired up with their chairmates to work onthe given 

task. The aim of this activity is to help students distinguish the structure of narrative 

text using pictures. The purpose of using pictures is expected to engage students’ 

thinking critically throughout the learning process as a break from using their 

gadgets. I found them enthusiastically work and discuss the task with their 

chairmates. 
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3.3 Reflection 

 

Before I started teaching, my mentor told me that the students in the class I 

was going to teach had never learnt narrative text using jumbled paragraphs. At 

first, I was worried that they would not understand what I was teaching. After I 

provided the material and gave them activities related to the use of jumbled 

paragraphs, it turned out that students could engage and understand the generic 

structure contained in the text. The specific difference that I felt during 

observation and after teaching was that I felt they could concentrate more when 

learning without using gadgets outside the need. 
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Picture 3.3.1 Students’ work 
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Following my explanation of the subject, I gave the instruction on the task 

they needed to do. They need to work in groups to match the pictures with the 

correct paragraphs. This way I can evaluate how well the students understand the 

task I have given them. Through their accurate work, I determine that the students 

have understood the generic structure of the narrative text. 

 

 

 

 

Picture 3.3.2 Students’ work 
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CHAPTER IV 

 
CONCLUSION 

 

The use of jumbled paragraph is expected to engage students in teaching 

narrative text in senior high school level. First, students need to think critically 

throughout the process in completing the task. Secondly, it will improve their 

communication skills since they need to work in groups with their class mates. 

Lastly, they will have better understanding of the material easily. It was proven in 

picture 2.2 that students was enthusiastically work on the task. Besides, it is also 

proven that the students can engage with such activities in the class. Moreover, the 

teacher can also review the material after the students completed the task as a wrap 

up. 
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