CHAPTERI I

INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents an introduction to the paper. It covers the background

of the study, identificati imitation G problem, formulation
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predic ed to strategy.

Strategy refers to the way a person does something, in this case, the reading
strategy is to conduct to make the reader easier to understand what they have read.
According to Lien (2011) reading strategies are technique that is applied to improve

understanding and deal with the difficulties encountered in reading. This is



important for the reader especially in the foreign language to understand the text.

Consequently, the use of strategy cannot just be ignored.

Gender differences often lead to differences in the use of strategies,
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Another research by Poole (2005) reported that in using reading strategies,
male and female do not have a significant difference. Nevertheless, male had higher

score than female in global and problem-solving strategies, whereas female used



support strategies more often. Similar with Poole (2005), Lien (2011) investigated
the relations of reading strategies, reading anxiety and gender among EFL learners
in Taiwan university. This research proved that, female students tend to be more

anxious at using reading strategies rather than male students. Moreover, male
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Although many studies have been done in the term of comparing reading
strategies used among male and female students, a little research conducted about

gender differences on the use of reading strategies particularly in Indonesian



context. Yet, there are several studies about reading strategies at English Education
Department Islamic University of Indonesia, it seems that gender topic is still less
explored to be discussed as a research. Moreover, the results of this study might be

different from the research described above. Considering the phenomena mentioned
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On the contrary, Martinez (2008) reported the opposite results that there
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strategies. Moreover, Martinez (2008) and Temur and Bahar (2011) proved that
female students use overall strategies more often than male students. Yet, Poole
(2005) and Lien (2011) claimed that male students tend to use better reading

strategies than female. For these reasons, the result differences among some



researchers and the assumption of some English Education department students

becomes interesting to be studied.

1.3 Limitation of the Problem

This study will describe reading strategies that are used most by male and
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2 information for
further research regarding the reading strategies used by male and female
in EFL context.

2. For students
The researcher hopes that this research will help to facilitate the students

in reading, especially in English language.



3. The lecturers
The researcher hopes this study will help lecturers in understanding the
character of the students in reading based on the gender differences.

Therefore, lecturers know how to facilitate the students to improve their
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