
CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter is aimed to describe the rationale of study. Preceded by the 

background and ended with significant of the study. 

 

1.1.  Background of the study 
 

Reading is essential in English learning because it is helpful for the 

students to get many information and experiences. It is one of the four basic skills 

in language learning which must be mastered by students in order to ensure 

success in learning. According to Anderson (2003), reading is an essential skill 

that should be mastered by every student in order to reach the purpose of language 

learning. Grabe (2010) stated that reading is a strategy to evaluate whether the 

achievement and understanding of the whole learning process have been reached 

or not. On the other hand, AL-Sohbani (2013) pointed that reading is a skill that 

the readers need to engage with mental and physical activity in order to reach their 

reading goals. Therefore, reading is as an activity that should involve the readers 

with the readings content in order to analyze and obtain the message conveyed by 

the author. 

On the other side, the case that is often found is that many students feel 

they cannot effectively comprehend in reading. The lack of interest and applying 

of reading strategies become the reason for that phenomenon. Using strategies in 

reading comprehension is an effective technique for students. Reading strategies 



refer to the effective way to improve reading comprehension (Souhila, 2013). In 

addition, through employing reading strategies, learners tend to understand the 

content and solve their reading problem (Demiröz, 2010). According to Barnett 

(1988), reading strategies are the tools that involving mental operations in order to 

make the readers understand what they read. Thus, the use of reading strategies as 

a tool for understanding reading is highly recommended, especially in academic 

learning. 

In addition, using strategies to enhance reading comprehension is a good 

way especially for the junior high school readers. According to Dobson (1998) as 

cited in Macaro & Erler (2008) the reading skill problem of beginner reader is 

often on students comprehension of a text. Due to their lack of vocabularies, this 

can be solved by the use of reading strategies. Using reading strategies can also be 

the first step to make students be responsive and smart. Being smart reader, 

according to Anderson (1991) means that using strategic in reading not only by 

knowing how the strategies used but also to combine the use of the strategies with 

other reading strategies. Thus, it is necessary to combine all strategies during 

reading. 

Considering the importance of using reading strategies, it is recommended 

for school especially the teachers to teach the students to use reading strategies. 

However, there are some schools that do not teach reading strategies to the 

students comprehensively. One of the schools is Ummul Quro Islamic Junior High 

School. Based on the researchers experience during field study, the students were 

potential to use reading strategies. However, due to some obstacles; such as 1) the 



limited number of dictionary, which has 13/52, 2) the minimum fault of 

stationary, even the students were very happy when the researcher gave them a 

pen. Thus, to enhance the research on how much the school teach reading 

strategies to the students, the researcher conducted a survey on reading strategies 

in Ummul Quro Islamic Junior High School.  

As an initial report, the students in Ummul Quro Islamic Junior High 

School have many problems in the learning activity, especially in reading 

comprehension in English class. It can be seen from their academic achievement. 

Based on the observation, many of them assumed that reading activity is boring 

and among them was the lack of interest in reading. It is proven when the 

researcher observed the group discussion there is only one student who works in 

the group. Meanwhile, the other students just lying on the desk and or doing 

activities not related to group works. Moreover, when the teacher gives them a 

text to read and then asks them to explain what the text is about, there are only to 

five students that can explain. It is because some of them did not understand the 

text due to they do not understand almost every English words. The limitation of 

supporting tools to their reading such as dictionary is also being their problem in 

understanding text. 

 As the consequence, they had a lack of vocabulary and mastery of the 

material is also very low. It is still doubtful whether this phenomenon is cause of 

the use of reading strategies. Due to this issue, this study aims to identify the use 

of reading strategies in English class by Ummul Quro Islamic Junior High School, 

Yogyakarta. 



1.2. Identification of the Problem 
 

Considering the background of the study, the use of reading strategy as a 

tool for improving student reading comprehension and student achievement is 

very useful. Demiröz (2010), mentions that through the reading strategy, learners 

can understand the content more and have self-help for their reading problem. 

However, theoretically the use of reading strategies is still implemented mostly in 

senior high school and higher education (global-reading strategies and problem 

solving strategies). Rarely does teacher use reading strategies to their junior high 

school students because the most suitable for junior high school students are 

problem-solving strategies and support strategies. Practically, there are some 

schools that have not been aware to teach reading strategies. Or even if teach the 

strategies but its context is not suitable. In Ummul Quro Junior High School, the 

students tend to be involved in drilling text. The use of reading strategies seems to 

be less used. Thus, it is an interesting phenomenon to do a research. 

1.3. Limitation of the Problem 

 

This study is limited to English class in Ummul Quro Islamic Junior High 

School, Yogyakarta. This study focuses only on the discussion of a survey on 

reading strategies in English class. This study aims to identify the students’ profile 

on the use of reading strategies in their English class. 

 

 



1.4. Formulation of the Problem 

 

Based on the identification and limitation of the problems, it can be 

formulated as follow:  

What is the profile of reading strategies that the students have used and have not 

been used in Ummul Quro Islamic Junior High School Yogyakarta? 

1.5. Objectives of the Study 
 

The objectives of the study are closely related to the research question; 

To identfy 8
th

 grade students preferences on reading strategies 

1.6. Significance of the Study 
 

This research is going to give information about a survey on reading 

strategies in English class. The result of this research provides achievement and 

feedback on reading strategies implementation in English class which researchers, 

teachers and for students. 

For the researcher, the findings of this study can be a reference to explore 

further the study on learning reading strategies in English class. Furthermore, the 

result of this study can be used as a reference for other researchers who are 

interested in conducting the similar study. 

Additionally, the outcome of this study can be a recommendation for 

teachers to enhancing their teaching and improving students’ reading 

comprehension skill, teachers are expected to recognize the context-based 

implementation of reading strategies in English class. 



For students, this study is useful in their achievement. It is because this study 

can be a valuable knowledge to be obtained for students with reading strategies 

in their class. By understanding the strategies, the students will be more aware 

of how they should learn in class and also enhance their academic performance. 


